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QUESTION PRESENTED

May alaw firm includeonits letterheadhe nameof alegalassistanandinitials indicating
thelegal assistant'sertificationwith a notationthatthe personis alegal assistanandis not
licensedo practicelaw?

DISCUSSION

A law firm's letterheadtonstitutesa meanf communicatioraboutthelaw firm. As such,a
law firm's letterheads subjectto the generarequiremenof DisciplinaryRule ("DR") 2-101(A)
of theTexasCodeof ProfessionaResponsibilitywhich providesin pertinentpartthat"[a]
lawyer shallnot make,on behalfof himself, his partner,associategr anyotherlawyer,anyfalse
or misleadingcommunicatioraboutthe lawyer or the lawyer'sservices."

Althoughalegalassistanis notalicensedawyer,alaw firm's falseor misleading
communicatiorabouta legalassistanandthelegal assistant'selationshipto the law firm would
comewithin the prohibition setforth in DR 2-101(A).However,anaccurateanddignified listing
of alegal assistant'@sameandany certificationon the letterheadf thelaw firm employingthe
legal assistanwith anindicationthatthe personis alegal assistanandis notlicensedo practice
law would notin normalcircumstancesonstitutea communicatiorthatwasfalseor misleading
aboutthelaw firm or thelegal servicegprovidedby thefirm. Rather suchinformationwould be
truthful informationwhich is not prohibitedby the TexasCodeof ProfessionaResponsibility.
CompareCommitteeOpinion403 (Texas Bar Journal, Januaryl982)(holding permissiblehe
accurateanddignified listing of alegalassistant'sameon anattorney'sor law firm's business
cardapprovedy the attorneyor law firm).

Opinion 390 of this Committee(Texas Bar Journal, April 1978)heldthatit wasnot
permissibldor the nameof a legalsecretarynot licensedo practicelaw to belistedonalaw
firm's letterheadput Opinion 390wasbasedon a versionof DR 2-102thatno longerapplies
afterthe extensiverevisionof DR 2-101through2-104effective Septembel, 1982.Since
Opinion390is not consistentvith the requirementsf the currentprovisionsof the TexasCode
of ProfessionaResponsibilityasinterpretedn this opinion,Opinion390is overruled.

CONCLUSION

TheTexasCodeof ProfessionaResponsibilitydoesnot prohibit the accurateanddignified
listing onalaw firm's letterheadf the nameandany certificationof alegal assistanemployed
by thefirm with afurtherdesignatiorthatthe personis alegalassistanandis notlicensedo
practicelaw. CommitteeOpinion 390 (Texas Bar Journal, April 1978)is overruled.(9-0vote)





