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SOLICITATION - STIRRING UP LITIGATION - PARTICIPATION IN OUTSIDE
BUSINESS - "FEEDING" OF LAW BUSINESS

The"feeding"of law businesgrom anabstractompanyto anattorneywho ownsor manages
theabstractompanyis improper.

SOLICITATION - SIGNS- JOINT OCCUPANTS

An attorneywho occupiesan office in the samebuilding with anabstraccompanyownedor
managedy the attorney,maynot havehis professionasignatthefront of the building belowthe
abstractompany'smoreprominentsignat thetop of the building.

OUTSIDE BUSINESS - ADVERTISING - NEWSPAPERS

An attorneymay havehis nameappeatn a newspapeadvertisemenby anabstraccompany
which heownsor managesprovidedhe doesnotlist himselfthereinasanattorney,eventhough
locatedin asparselypopulateccommunitywhereheis well knownasan attorney.

Canong24, 25.

QUESTION

1. If anattorneyownsor managesinabstraccompanyand99%of thelocal abstracand
title insuranceusinesandlaw work go eitherfrom the attorneyto the abstractompanyor from
theabstractompanyto the attorney s suchfeedingof the businesdackandforth ethical?

2. Inrespecto questionNo. 1 would it be properfor the attorneyto havehis professional
signatthefront of the abstractompanybuilding belowthewindow with the abstractompany
signatthetop of thebuilding in substantiallylargerletters?

3. Inrespecto questiondNos.1 and2, wouldit be properfor theattorneyto havehis name,
alone,in anewspapeadvertisemertby the abstractompanyin a sparselypopulateccommunity
whereheis well knownasanattorney?

OPINION

1. The"feeding"of law businesgrom anabstractompanyto alawyerwho controlsthe
companyviolatesTexasCanon24 and25. We know of nothingto preventa lawyerfrom owning
andoperatinganabstractompanyif hedoesnot useit asafeederor solicitor for hislaw
businessanddoesnot permitit to engagen the unauthorizegracticeof law. SeeOpinions92
and119.(7-0.)

2. While presentinga closerquestionthisis heldto beaviolation of Canon24, assuming
thatthe office of theattorneyis in the samebuilding with the abstraccompany SeeOpinion142,
dealingwith a similar situation.(4-3.)

3. Inthis particularsituationthe conductdoesnot appeato be unethical providedthe
attorneydoesnot havehis nameasanattorneyin suchadvertisemeni7-0.)



