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ARTICLESON LEGAL SUBJECTS- NEWSPAPERS- MAGAZINES- TRADE JOURNALS

An attorney may write and sell for publication articles of a general nature on legal subjects for
newspapers, magazines, or trade journals, provided he does not advise inquirers in respect to their
individual rights.

ADVERTISING - FREE LEGAL ADVICE TO SUBSCRIBERS
An attorneymaynot allow his nameto be carriedin amagazineor otherpublicationrepresentinghat
heis anattorneyfor anamedorganizatiorandwill furnishfreelegaladviceto its members.

Canon 37. A.B.A. Canon 40.

QUESTION

"Whetheror not alawyer'swriting a featureweeklyletteruponcommonplacelaw mattersin which
thepublic generallyis interestedor the newspapers carryandpaya compensatiomo the lawyer,would
beunethical. In otherwords,would suchbe considereda solicitationof busines®r improperadvertising
or, onthecontrary,wouldit betreatedasthewriting andsellingof suchserviceasin the natureof the
writing andsellingof law books?"

OPINION

Canon37,whichis substantialljthe sameasCanon40 of the AmericanBar Associationand
Opinions92 and162 of the opinionsof the Committeeon ProfessionaEthicsandGrievance®f such
associationadequatelgoverandanswertheforegoingquestion. SuchOpinions92 and162arehereby
adoptedasthe opinion of this Committeeapplicableto Canon37; which opinionsreadasfollows:

Opinion92:"An attorneyof the Atlanta Bar seekghe opinionof the committeeasto the propriety
underethicalstandard®f the AmericanBar Association of his writing, signingandsellingto periodicals
of generakirculationarticlesof a generalhatureuponlegal subjectsCanonNo. 40 of the Canonsof
ProfessionaEthicsexpresslyrecognizeshe practiceasproperwith the qualificationthat'he shouldnot
acceptemploymenfrom suchpublicationgo adviseinquirerswith respecto theirindividual rights.'
Sincethearticlesareto beof a'generahature,we assumeheywill notcomewithin theexceptionto
Canon40; thattheywill constitutedignified andinstructivetreatmenf thelaw, its history, philosophy
andinterpretationWithin the boundsindicated the contemplatedctivity is entirely proper.”

Opinion162:"A trademagazinein soliciting subscriptiongrom personsengagedn the businesso
whichit related statedthatit operatech Legal Advice ServiceDepartmentunderthe directionof the
country'sleadingauthorityin thefield of law pertainingto thatbusinessin orderto helpits subscriber$n
solvingtheirlegalproblems. It invited all subscriberso submittheir questiondo it, statingthatthe
specialistvould give subscribershe benefitof his advicefree. It alsostatedthathe contributesa
monthlyarticleto the magazinalealingwith thosephase®f thelaw with which menin thatparticular
businessarecontinuouslycomingin contactwhich servicealoneis worth manytimesthe $3.00
subscriptiorprice andmight easilysaveoneengagedn the businesdqiundred=f dollars.



A member of this Association inquires whether the attorney is guilty of unethical conduct in
furnishing advice to the subscribers of this magazine or in writing the article for its pages, it being
assumed that for each he is paid by the magazine.

There is no ethical or other valid reason why an attorney may not write articles on legal
subjects for magazines and newspapers. The fact that the publication is a trade journal or
magazine, makes no difference as to the ethical question involved. On the other hand, it would be
unethical and contrary to the precepts of the canons for the attorney to allow his name to be
carried in the magazine or other publication in the manner indicated in the foregoing statement, as
a free legal adviser for the subscribers to the publication. Such would be contrary to Canons 27
and 35 and opinions heretofore announced by the Committee on Professional Ethics and
Grievances. (See Opinions 31, 41, 42 and 56.)" (6-1)



